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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop PCT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Honorable Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted in compliance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 
and 1.97 through 1.98. 

Record is attached of published art for consideration during prosecution of the above- 
identified patent application. No representation is made or intended that a search has been made 
or, if made, was complete, or that no more pertinent art than that listed is available. It is 

expected that the Patent and Trademark Office will conduct an independent search for relevant 
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prior art. 

Unless otherwise indicated, or unless references cited are U.S. patents or patent 
application publications, a full text copy of the entire reference of published art is attached. 
Where specifically indicated, an equivalent English language patent or publication is attached in 
lieu of the translation. 

Unless otherwise indicated, a full-text copy of each cited reference is attached. An 
English language version of the International Search Report is also supplied to provide a concise 
explanation of the relevance of any references not in the English language. 

In accordance with the Patent and Trademark Office Notice of August 15, 1980, also 
enclosed is a completed Form PTO-A820 (Form PTO-1449). 

Please consider the following published art: 
Patent Number 

German Patent No. 19549 166 A, Published July 3, 1997 
German Patent No. 19826429, Published December 23, 1999 
German Patent No. 4138507, Published May 27, 1993 
German Patent No. 2729265, Published January 1 1, 1979 
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